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Casting The Future 
òMIRACLES THROUGH SERVICEó 

FROM  T HE  D ESK O F D ISTRICT  GOVERNOR  HAROLD YOST  

  

The date of the convention (April 18) is fast approaching. Weõre planning the convention to highlight the good 
things that have happened this year. The service we gave after Ike, the recovery of the park in Sabine Pass, assis-
tance to youth needing eye care and the great service projects of our clubs. 

 

This year may be coming to a close but the goal of this year was to cast the base for a better future of your club, the 
district and Lions International. The year will not end with the district convention as we need to continue to plan 
for next year and future years if we plan on serving our communities in the future. Yes, we need to extend new 
clubs back into the areas that have lost clubs and look into new areas for future growth. 

 

Several important awards will only be presented after the Lion year is completed. òOutstanding Club and Mem-
bership Growthó The Outstanding club will be determined based on the information listed in the clubs A1 òonlineó 
activity report plus number of eye glasses collected and membership gains reported to Lions International divided 
by the membership of the club. The club with the best ratio will be honored with a òbrickó at Texas Lions Camp. 

 

A òbrickó will also be secured to honor the district Lion member that recruits the greatest number of new mem-
bers reported between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. It is important for the secretaries to remember that their 
MMR reports are due before the last day of the month. These awards will be announced at the July cabinet meet-
ing. 

 

Have you wondered why your clubs activities are not listed in the newsletters? The club activities are transferred 
from the District web site club reporting section to the District newsletter by Lion David Kay. If your club secre-
tary does not write up your clubs activities on the web site, the district members will not know what your club is 
doing. 

 

DG Harold 
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President's Message 

Photos Help Reveal The Big Picture 

by Al Brandel, President, The International Association of Lions Clubs 

 

Recently Maureen and I visited an orphanage in Burkina Faso. The infants lost their parents from AIDS or were 
abandoned. They're alone in the world. They'd have no chance at creating a good life for themselves ð if not for 
this orphanage and Lions. I think you really know what our service means ð how very essential it is ð when you see 
these tiny, helpless babies and realize people like Lions are there to care for them. It was really very moving for us 
to witness the love and care they were receiving. 
 
A photo is worth a thousand words? Photos of Lions projects, such as the ones seen in LION Magazine, are worth a 
jolt of energy and commitment to improve the lives of the less fortunate. A lasting appreciation of our own bless-
ings. Increased respect for the service Lions do and a renewed commitment to serving our communities. 
 
Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter recently visited Lions Clubs International headquarters, and the former dis-
trict governor, club president and tail twister praised Lions. He said Lions serve òthe poorest, most destitute, most 
forgotten people.ó Weõre not just do-gooders who are nice to have around in the community. We provide mira-
cles through service, whether itõs restoring or preserving sight, offering vital aid after a flood or earthquake, teach-
ing schoolchildren life skills through Lions Quest or boosting the self-esteem and even employment skills of those 
with disabilities. We know governments often canõt deliver needed services and that other non-governmental or-
ganizations arenõt rooted in communities as Lions are and canõt possibly recognize and respond to local needs. So 
Lions step into the gap and bring comfort and assistance where there would have been none. 
 
Itõs good to see these photos in the LION Magazine and on the Lions Clubs International Web site to fully appreci-
ate the wonderful service of Lions. Too often, we see only what our own club does. Thatõs often a great deal. But 
each Lion is part of Lions Clubs International. Together, 1.3 million strong, Lions constitute one of the worldõs 
greatest forces for good. From Camp Victory to Calcutta, from California to Cameroon, Lions serve and change 
the world. They serve with passion, too. The passion keeps Lions motivated and committed. We serve so well 
because we believe so fervently in what we do. 

Thank you for the service and keep up the miracles. 

 

Dear District Governor,  

Never underestimate a Lion. I am sure that you believe that the Lions in your district are good people and know 
the many wonderful things they have accomplished over the years. But these are difficult days and they call for 
more than good intentions and cheerfully maintaining the status quo. Much more.  

Lions Clubs around the world are finding it necessary to completely reinvent themselves to meet the new and ur-
gent needs that the unsteady economy is creating in their communities. Wherever you see the need, please do not 
hesitate to present clubs with this difficult challenge. Lions can do it ð with your help.  

What is the best way to help clubs rediscover their passion for service to the community? You might start by re-
membering the reasons why you first became a Lion and trusting that this passion is also present in your fellow 
Lions.  
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While it is important that we have fun and enjoy the camaraderie of our clubs, you should remind clubs that our 
fundamental reason for existence is a serious one. Lions are a crucial part of our communitiesõ wellbeing in the 
best of times. However, I can think of no situation more than the present that clearly calls upon Lions to step-up 
and put the òWe Serveó spirit into action. Remind clubs of this sobering responsibility and have faith that this spirit 
still lives in every Lion in every club in your district.  

Rekindling our membersõ passion for service and keeping them actively involved in meaningful service projects is 
the best way to help our communities meet their most pressing needs and to keep membership levels at their high-
est in years, but another way is through the formation of new clubs. As budgets are cut local governments, 
schools, hospitals, libraries and other institutions are eliminating programs that not only provided needed services 
but also gave concerned volunteers a way to have an impact on their communities. The needs met by these pro-
grams will not go away because the funding has. Neither will the concern of the people who care about them. If we 
donõt meet the need for service opportunities of these motivated individuals ð just as we serve the needs of our 
current members ð they will surely find another avenue to pursue their goals.  

Keeping in mind that the active involvement of current members is our number one resource, new clubs with spe-
cial interests consisting of people with special talents can be formed around the nucleus of these soon-to-be-
neglected needs. You, as district governor have the key role in making this happen.  

Local government officials such as mayors, town councils, county commissioners and others will be invaluable 
partners in this effort. They know where these emerging needs will be created. It is likely that thy also know the 
people most concerned about these issues. Make the best possible use of these officials as an information source 
and by all means invite them to become involved. In the current climate they too may be seeking new ways in 
which to serve.  

Forming new clubs in your district is no longer solely about meeting the goals we set last July in Bangkok . It is 
about stepping in to fill the service gaps in communities that may be in real peril. Please put your best effort into 
the drive to form new clubs.  

Of course our association is not immune from the effects of economic turmoil and it is the responsibility of all Lion 
leaders to reduce costs wherever possible. Fortunately, what is economical is also ògreenó and coincides with Lions 
Clubs Internationalõs longstanding interest in protecting our environment.  

International headquarters is cutting costs, saving trees and eliminating waste material by replacing some printed 
material with other forms of communication. I urge you to do the same. You can also reduce transportation costs 
ð and your carbon footprint ð by scheduling fewer face-to-face meetings and relying more on electronic communi-
cation. Please help our association live up to its established ideals and conform to the dictates of the times by elimi-
nating unnecessary spending and needless use of resources.  

I wish you every success in meeting the emerging needs of the communities you serve and thank you for all you do.  

Sincerely,  

President Al  

The International Association of Lions Clubs 

 



 PAGE 4  VOLUME 8 I SSUE 10 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMEN 

 

THERE IS STILL TIME LEFT 

ITõS NOT  TOO LATE 

TO BRING IN A FEW GOOD MEMBERS 

 

HELP ð HEREõS A CHALLENGE 

 

Letõs pull together and try hard to get 2 new members plus 1 new member for each one that you dropped this year. 
Letõs try to do that before the District Convention on April 18th. 

 

The District needs help to add new members to offset all the drops this year. Itõs spring and the weather is beautiful. 
Ask a friend or relative to join you to attend your next meeting. Make this a priority so our District will increase in member-
ship this year. 

 

Being a Lion is very exciting and everyone knows what we do in our communities. They feel honored when you say 
to them that they could be a good Lion in our club and we need their help with the fundraisers in our community. 

 

Remember that the Governor will be giving a pin for each new member that you have. Presidents, make sure you 
have exciting meetings and have a person to call each member to remind them of the meeting time and place. Have the mem-
bers bring someone and maybe have a door prize or two to give out. Have fun and be excited about having guest and offer 
them an opportunity to become a new member. All you have to do is ASK THEM to join you. 

 

So let us begin and ask everyone around us. You never know who is waiting to be asked to join you in your club. 

 

Letõs try to get all the new members in our club by June 30, 2009. 

 

LIONS WE CAN REACH THIS CHALLENGE IF WE TRY VERY HARD. 

 

    Yours in Lionism 

 

                                                         Lion Rita Renkema 

                                                      Membership Co-Chair 
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Convention Items: 

World Wide Induction Day: is officially April 24. PID Brown will induct the new members that are attending the business 
session of the convention. We have secured the official certificates that will be presented to the inductees. Please furnish us 
(Lion Randall or myself) with the name of the new members planning to attend and bring a lapel pin to present to the induc-
tee. 

Lady activities:  LaJuan Herron (wife of PDG Lloyd) will be escorting those ladies that do not wish to attend the business 
meeting on a shopping trip around Nacogdoches. They will assemble in the lobby at 9:15 and return before lunch. 

Room to change: 

For those attending the business meeting and Necrology service and planning on attending the banquet and not staying at the 
motel. We will make several rooms available to those wanting to change to evening attire. 

 

Camper Transportation: 

The Lufkin Evening Lions Club (DG Harold) and VG Charles Tarver have been contacting bus companies and other sources 
of transportation to find a reasonable source of mass transportation for the district campers. The company with the coach 
quoted a price that worked out at $155 per camper. 

We have contacted two church groups that have 25 passenger buses that we can secure the services of. We will need to pay 
the drivers and purchase the fuel. The estimated cost per camper would be between $70 and $75 based on 35 campers. We 
would need 3 Lions or parents on each bus and possibility a couple to drive a van carrying the luggage. With the two buses 
and a van we can transport 46 campers. 

Please encourage you campers and parents to consider using the buses. We are asking that you request session III on the ap-
plication, which is June 13 thru June 20th. 

 

 

District 2-S1 Lions  

Our year is about to come to it's end. As l look back over the events that shaped this past nine months l reflect on 
all the service that this district did for our communities. We may have failed to meet the goals of LCI in new clubs 
and membership but we made up for it in Service to others. God bless all you Lions who gave your time and 
money to help those in need. Your Rewards will come from a greater power than LCI. Nine months is not a year 
so let's use the rest of the year to find new members and clubs. We have a chance at starting a Campus club at 
Lamar Beaumont. l need a student on campus to apply for a new campus club. They have to fill out a form for such 
a campus club then the Lions can come on campus and form the club. If you know a student or a LEO ask them to 
email me or call charles-tarver@att.net 409-659-1502. District 2-S1 Convention in two weeks in Nacogdoches at 
Clarion Inn you NEED to be there to VOTE many things on ballot local, state and international to vote for. If your 
club has new members they can be installed by PlD Gary Brown so be sure they are there. Time to close but please 
come to Convention for important issues are at stake and your attendance is needed.  

VDG Charles Tarver 

Lions serving all the way. 

Charles Tarver  

District Governor 2-S1 
2009-2010 
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We Wish Continued 

Success To  

District Governor   

Harold Yost   

&  Lion Diana Yost 

Vice District Governor 

Charles Tarver & Marie 

Tarver 

Lufkin Host Lions Club                                                              
One of the Largest Lions Clubs In The World 

Home Club of                                                                                
PDG Jean Shotwell 1937-38                                                                  
PDG Sam Robinson 1957-58                                                                  
PDG Otto Smith Jr. 1968-69                                                                 
PDG Paul Mayberry 1972-73                                                                 
PDG Tom H. Gann 1986-87                                                                    
PCC Tom H. Gann 1994-95                                               

And  265  other Lions 


