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Serving Together 

I Believe 

Thoughts From The District Governor  Jimmy Richardson 

And the race is on, or that is what it seems. I spent 10 days in Seattle, came home for the first cabinet meeting, 
went to Houston for 3 days, and now am preparing to go to Kerrville for 3 days. Boy oh boy, but I’m enjoying it 
all. I was very happy with our cabinet meeting. Kirbyville’s art teacher, Desi Johnson, spoke to us about her in-
volvement in the peace poster. I would like to encourage each club to consider participating in the peace poster 
this year. It is a wonderful opportunity to join with 11, 12, & 13 year olds in a project. You find that you are also 
involved with their parents. If your club is interested, but need help in getting started, please let me know. Maybe 
I can get you some help. The deadline for ordering the peace poster kit is 10/1, and the deadline for sending the 
poster in to the Governor is 11/15. 

  

The International Convention in Seattle was just fabulous. We tell people that Lions are in 208 countries, but 
when you meet all of these Lions from other countries you begin to realize just how large our influence reaches. I 
feel that I learned a lot, and was enthused about what I learned. Dr. Tam, our new International president, is very 
genuine. I was so impressed with him, and his dedication. The theme for the year is “I Believe!” His major service 
project for the year is for the Lions of the world to plant one million trees. I pledged for our district to participate 
in this program. I think that this program is achievable and it is meaningful. I would like for you to report to me 
the trees that your club plants. I would love to see pictures in each newsletter of trees being planted.  

Incidentally, my tests at MD came out fine. I have no cancer as of today. 

 

Serving Together 

Your District Governor,  

Jimmy Richardson 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

James Richardson 

Rt. 1 Box 167 

Kirbyville, TX 75956 

R: 409-423-5880 

jimbet333@netzero.net 

 

 

1st VICE GOVERNOR 

Ben Powell 

638 Beechwood Loop 

Hemphill, TX 75948 

R-409-579-2233 

F-409-579-2888 

C-936-596-5550 

benpowell@sabinenet.com 

 

 2nd VICE GOVERNOR 

Chester Garner 

5022 33rd St. 

Groves, TX 77619 

R: 409-962-8171 

C: 409-728-1764 

F: 409-729-9229 

golfer3210@gt.rr.com 

 

CABINET SECRETARY 

Randall Morris 

825 N Creekwood Rd. 

Vidor, TX 77662 

R-409-745-3788 

B-409-201-2053 

F: 409-745-0869 

hrmorris@flash.net 

CABINET SECRETARY REC. 

Lion Billie Blackburn 

7195 Hurley Dr. 

Beaumont, TX 77708 

R-409-898-3797 

blackburnw@att.net 

 

CABINET TREASURER 

Harold Yost 

1306 Brookwood 

Lufkin, TX 75904 

R-936-632-7821 

C-936-675-2210 

yosd@myinu.net 
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It’s a great privilege to serve as your international president. But I 

might not have become president or even become a dedicated Lion if it 

were not for how my club treated me. I was only 30 years old amid 

older Lions and I did not even understand Lions were about service. I 

joined a Hong Kong club because I was told Lions included the elite. 

My club president, older and wiser than me, gave me an assignment 

that made me understand our mission of service. When I realized the 

happiness I brought to others, I became an enthusiastic Lion.  

From my first day as a Lion my club treated me like a family member, 

caring for me, encouraging me, doing what was best for me. Our clubs 

need to treat our members like family. Care for them, nurture them, look out for them. Give them 

projects they can handle, projects they are interested in. If someone in their family is sick, visit 

them, bring them food. If a Lion loses their job, try to cheer them up or alert them to job openings 

or people who may be able to help them.  

Our clubs should be like families. The source of our strength in our clubs is the relationships we 

have with one another. We need to believe in one another and take care of one another like families 

do. If we do this, we will have no problems with retention. Our clubs will be full of members who 

are enthusiastic about service.  

I know my theme, “I Believe,” can help Lions serve better and help Lions come together. Besides a 

family approach and family participation in clubs, we want to focus on Leos, leadership and public 

relations. We also want to plant one million trees this year. I believe this is a perfect project for Li-

ons. It’s simple: anyone can plant a tree. You don’t need to be physically strong or have a green 

thumb. It’s achievable. It’s deliverable. It’s measurable.  

I believe that one person can make a difference. I believe in the power of Lions clubs and districts 

to improve their communities. I believe we will reach new heights with courage, commitment and 

action. I believe 2011-12 will be a remarkable year for Lions, and I look forward to planting seeds 

of success that will flower for future generations of Lions and the people we serve. 

WE ARE FAMILY  
by Wing-Kun Tam  President, The International Association of Lions Clubs 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/global-membership-team/presidents-theme/index.php


Message from LCIF Chairperson 

Shinning a Light on LCIF in 2011 - 2012 

This year promises to be one of great success as we build upon our recent 
achievements. Last year, we witnessed our Lions’ generous financial sup-
port, especially by giving more than US$18 million for the Japan disaster 
relief. Overall, donations were up by 46 percent from the previous year! 

This next year, your Foundation hopes to continue this generous support for 
our disaster relief efforts as well as supporting our undesignated fund in or-
der to give hope to even more people worldwide. We will also focus on 
building our partnerships in new areas of service. 

Judy and I are excited to work with all of you this year to further the efforts 
of our Lions Clubs International Foundation. During the last three years, we have seen first-hand 
the amazing impact we are having through our Foundation on countless lives worldwide. 

Early last year, in Osaka, Japan, I saw how we are providing job training for the blind, and in Ne-
braska, USA I witnessed young athletes benefiting from improved sight through our Opening Eyes  
partnership with Special Olympics to provide vision screenings and glasses to these Special ath-
letes. These are only two examples of the impact our Foundation is making. 

You may recall that my theme last year was “Beacon of Hope.” I can tell you that it is only through 
your generous donations that our Foundation is truly a Beacon of Hope, and with President Tam’s 
theme of “I Believe,” I do truly believe we can change even more lives this year. 

I look forward to providing you with an update on our disaster relief efforts in my next message. 
This week Judy and I will be traveling to Joplin, Missouri, USA, to see the needed assistance that is 
being given there. 

 

Serving together, 

Sid L. Scruggs, III 

Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation  
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Pencils: Check   Notebooks: Check   Ruler: Check 
 
LǘΩǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ όƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƛǘύ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎΥ aƻƳ ƻǊ 5ŀŘ 
have been to the school or on the school website to get the list of supplies their children will need. Now 
the frenzy has begun to make sure everything on the list is ready to go on that first day of school. 
 
It may cost a ton of money, but they have to have it. Paper, erasers, pens, notebooks: check. Ruler, 
protractor, 3 ring binders: check. Gym clothes: check. Folders, thumb drive: check. New pair of jeans, 
new tennis shoes, new shirts: check. Haircut: check. New lunch box: check. Eye Exam: NOT CHECKED!  
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ money; we ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŀnged 
much over the summer, plus the school district has to check them anywayέΧΧΦand so it plays out in 
households all over the State. As a result, thousands of children will start school with all of the right 
supplies, but NOT all of the right TOOLS! 
 
But is leaving it up to the schools the answer? School budgets have been slashed, larger districts that 
had dedicated testers, probably have cut them. Nursing staffs will be as bare bones as is allowed, so 
nurses will find it harder and harder to get the job done accurately. Acuity chart tests, which are minimal 
exams at best, will be further marginalized due to lack of time.  
 
This year it will be more important than ever for TLERC and Lions Clubs across Texas to step up and 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άYƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ in the last few years a 
new device has appeared to bring the screening process into the 21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tŜŘƛŀ±ƛǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
Once you are trained in its use, PediaVision shoots a computerized picture of an eye so quickly that even 
ŀ ōŀōȅΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ can be checked accurately (almost impossible with old methods). The results are stored in 
the computer. Now accurate results can be obtained with even the youngest students and at day cares. 
 
More importantly it also detects and records several additional anomalies of the eye, which go 
undetected using the old screening methods. Conditions, which if caught early enough may be 
correctable in the child. Doctors use PediaVision in their offices, but have to pay not only for the 
equipment, but also each time they pull the trigger. However, PediaVision will sell Lions the equipment 
and we do not have to pay the $4-$5 per image. It is a great tool and can be shared by clubs all across a 
zone or district.  
 
Of course, once the exams are done there will ōŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩt afford the glasses and 
once again the Lions of Texas will step up to the plate. President Tam believes it. άL .ŜƭƛŜǾŜέ it.  
 
¦ǎƛƴƎ ¢[9w/Ωǎ ƭŀō ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƴŜǿ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ on those needy children for $14/pair ($18 for some 
prescriptions). ¢[9w/Ωǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ȅŜƎƭŀǎǎ tǊƻƎram made 1,000 pair last year. We can do a lot more, and 
you can serve a lot more through our own State project than using retail outlets. Call TLERC to help your 
club get going in this important work.  
 
Eye Exam: Check! Glasses: Check! 
 
Lion Tom Blase, VG2A1 
TLERC Promotions Director 



 
PAGE 5 SERVING TOGETHER  

Youth Contest Winners 

Daniel Tilley, son of Dr. Allen & Joyce 
Tilley, accepting a plaque from IPDG 
James Browning at the state conven-
tion. Daniel, a 2011 Graduate of Car-
thage High School, won the Out-
standing Youth Contest in District 2-S1 
and a $1000.00 scholarship. He went 
on to the state convention where he 
won a $3000.00 scholarship as the 
Texas Outstanding Youth. 

Diabetes Awareness Contest 

Katie Hedstrom: parents are Karen Runnels and 
Rick Hedstrom. She was a Junior at Wimberly 
High School and was sponsored by the Hemphill 
Lions Club 

Drug Awareness Contest 

Charles Glenn Hensley III Sponsored by the San Augustine 
Lions Club, he was a Junior at San Augustine High School. 



Bluegrass Gospel Concert by the Marksmen 

 

The Port Arthur Founders, Nederland Professional and South County Breakfast Lions Clubs presented a Bluegrass 
Gospel Concert performed by the Marksmen on Wednesday, July 27 as a shared fundraiser. Lion Gina Desmarais 
was the Chairperson for the concert. She is pictured introducing the Marksmen. The Marksmen did a great per-
formance as usual and everyone seemed to enjoy it very much. 
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List of the State Chairs for the Directory 





CARTHAGE LIONS CLUB 

Congratulates 

DG Jimmy & Betty Richardson 

1st VDG Ben & Judy Powell 

2nd VDG Chester & Joni Garner 

PDG James Browning 

PDG James Marshall 

PDG Bruce Rickert 

PDG Chet Stout 

& 

Lions of Carthage Lions Club 

We Meet 

Every Thursday Noon 

Masonic Lodge - N Davis 

Visitors Welcome 

Kirbyville Lions Club 

Wishes 

District Governor 

Jimmy Richardson & Betty 

1st Vice District Governor 

Ben Powell & Judy 

 2nd Vice District Governor 

Chester Garner & Joni 

The Best !! 

Home Club Of 

DG Jimmy Richardson 

PDG Doyel Chandler 
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CONGRATULATIONS !  

 

 

District Governor Jimmy Richardson 

and Partner in Service Betty 

1st Vice District Governor Ben Powell 

and Partner in Service Judy 

 2nd Vice District Governor Chester Garner 

and Partner in Service Joni 

 

Leadership for 

ò Serving Together ó 

and 

ò I  Believe ó 

 

Garrison Lions Club 

Home Club of  

PDG Dr. Bonita Lowrie 

   

 

   

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  
JIMMY RICHARDSON & BETTY 

 

1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
BEN POWELL & JUDY 

 

2nd VICE DISTRICR GOVERNOR 
CHESTER GARNER & JONL 

 

WE SERVE 

 

Lioness SUZANNE STERLING 
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Beaumont Breakfast Lions Club 

ò Serving Together ó for 43 years Proudly Supports 

DG Jimmy Richardson and Betty 

1st VDG Ben Powell and Judy 

 2nd VDG Chester Garner & Joni 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Home Club of District Recording Secretary 

Billie Blackburn 

Zone 3B Chair Robert Blackburn 

The 9th Annual Charity Bowling Tournament 
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1st Cabinet Meeting - Kirbyville July 23rd 
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Congratulates and Support 

District Governor Jimmy Richardson & Wife Betty 

1st Vice District Governor Ben Powell & Wife Judy 

2nd Vice District Governor Chester Garner & Wife Joni 



THE NEDERLAND PROFESSIONAL LIONS CLUB  

Congratulates and Supports  

District Governor  

Lion Jimmy Richardson and Betty 

1st Vice Governor  

Lion Ben Powell and Judy 

2nd Vice Governor 

Lion Chester Garner and Joni 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Club Of  

PDG Lion Fred Renkema 

& Lion Rita 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Club Of 

PDG Vera LeBlanc  

District 2-S1  

LIBERTY, INTELLIGENCE, OUR NATIONõS 
SAFETY  

Club Meetings First & Third Mondays 6:30pm at  

The Schooner Restaurant in Nederland 

Corrections to Directory 

Any info in the directory that is wrong please send it to 
liondk@sbcglobal.net  along with the page #. 

P: 50,59   PDG Fred Renkema C: 409-781-6472 
 
P: 54 ,31    PDG Lloyd E. Persons R: 409-698-7778  
     lloydpersons@yahoo.com 
 
P: 56  Lion Miriam C. Nichol C: 409-781-4760 
  miriamdnls@aol.com 
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We Wish Continued 

Success To  

District Governor   

Jimmy Richardson 

& Betty Richardson 

Vice District Governor          

Ben Powel 

& Judy Powell 

Lufkin Host Lions Club                                                              
One of the Largest Lions Clubs In The World 

Home Club of                                                                                
PDG Jean Shotwell 1937-38                                                                  
PDG Sam Robinson 1957-58                                                                  
PDG Otto Smith Jr. 1968-69                                                                 
PDG Paul Mayberry 1972-73                                                                 
PDG Tom H. Gann 1986-87                                                                    
PCC Tom H. Gann 1994-95                                               

And  275  other Lions 
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Alto Lions Club 

Congratulates District Governor 

Jimmy Richardson 

 

1st Vice Governor 

Ben Powell 

2nd Vice Governor 

Chester Garner 

 

Home Club of PDG  

David Middleton & ( Lion Holly ) 

Living Lionism Daily 

D.G. Lion Jimmy Richardson & Betty  

1st V.D.G. Lion Ben Powell & Judy  

2nd V.D.G. lion Chester Garner & Joni  
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Beaumont Breakfast Lions Club 
PDG Charles Tarver gave a program on Texas Lions Camp Endowment at our regular meeting on July 14th. Two members 
attended the district cabinet meeting in Kirbyville. The club was awarded with the Governor's Membership Retention Award 
by IPDG James Browning and will receive a Texas Lions Fellow. We collected 300 pair of glasses to be recycled. We sorted 
and cleaned some of them and Lion Billie assisted Lion Jennie Brady of Pt Arthur Founders in reading them with a lensometer 
for use in the Vision Screening Program.  

 

BurkevilleðToledo Bend Lions Club                                                                                                                                 
We met July 19th at Burkeville Methodist Church at 12:00 Noon.  New President, Lion Henry Tschirhart, opened the meet-
ing by calling for the pledge, a song and prayer.  New Tail Twister, J. D., asked for the floor and advised that that position 
was optional and if the Club didn't want one they could vote it down.  He advised that members showing up for meetings 
without their Lions Vests or Lions Pin would be fined 25 cents and late arrivals would be fined 10 cents. Any member failing 
to address or refer to another member as "Lion" would also be fined. Lion Phyllis advised that Lion Bob Cowley's wife Betty 
who recently had health problems was improving.   Lion Charlene's grandson was ill, causing her to miss the meeting.  A 
moment of silence was observed for them.  Lion J. D. introduced Lion Zone 2A Chair Duncan Parish who gave a very good 
program on the duties of a Zone Chair and our new Lions Intl President's goals on growing our current club membership, 
establishing new Lions Clubs, and increasing communications and involvement between clubs.   Lion Henry asked Lion Dun-
can about getting a copy of Lions Songbook.  He was also asked why Lions and their Lion Spouses were each getting a copy of 
the Lions Monthly Magazine.  He said that he would look into it.  Fund raiser activities were discussed.  Lion Paula, advised 
of upcoming Burkeville School Functions: 1.  The dedication of our BISD Football Stadium in honor of Coach Roy Harper, 
2.  4-H Club's dedication of the Agricultural barn in honor of I.D. Dickerson, and  3.   4-H Club's prospect show in the 
spring.  It was agreed that we would look into all three possibilities and work with the School and 4-H to help with sponsor-
ship.  Next meeting Tuesday at Flo's Cafe in Toledo Village Aug 16th at 6:00 PM.   
 
Garrison Lions Club 
Newly installed officers began term July 1. Club president Lion John Bingham set goals for 2011-2012. Dr. Bonita Lowrie, 
PDG, compiled the club year book and updated website. Farmers Market on the Square continues to be slow due to severe 
drought. Plans are underway for 61st Garrison Lions Homecoming (major fund raiser) October 22. MIA name will be added 
to Veterans Memorial on Lions grounds. Lion Dee Elliott had a great experience going to the Texas Lions Camp. Due to 
other commitments, no one from Garrison attended the First Cabinet meeting. Please keep our club treasurer Lion Pat Bing-
ham in your prayers. She is scheduled to undergo surgery for lung cancer Friday, July 29.  
 
Jacksonville Lions Club 
Jacksonville Lions Club and the Riders Club successfully held the 49th. Annual Tops-in-Texas PRCA Rodeo this month. The 
event was successful and profits from it are used to fund our club's charities including the Texas Lions Camp. Many commu-
nity organizations assist in the various activities leading up to the rodeo.  
 
Kirbyville Lions Club 
At one of our meetings our speaker was Jasper County Sheriff Mitchel Newman. At our next meeting we had one of our 
campers come and speak to us about his experience. It was very good and entertaining. We so enjoy our campers and we are 
so blessed to be able to send youth to the camp. We had the privilege and honor of hosting our very own DG Jimmy Richard-
son's 1st Cabinet Meeting. If you weren't there you missed a great meeting. Plan on attending the next one. It will be back to 
school time soon, so don't forget about the school zones. Go Wildcats  

 

 

 
 

CLUB ACTIVITY REPORTS 
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Nederland Professional Lions Club 
The NPL Club started the new year by establishing our committees and finalizing our budget. We welcome our new County 
Commissioner, Brent Weaver to speak for July. Lion Linda distributed the tickets to sell for our Bluegrass Concert on July 
27th. Lion Linda and Lion Jack talk about their adventures on their many trips to Lions Camp. Eight  members attended the 
1st Cabinet Meeting in Kirbyville. NPL will host the 1st Zone Meeting on August 8th. We celebrated our Sweetheart Mea-
gan Murphy's Birthday with presents and singing. This group loves parties.  
 
Port Arthur Founders 
We lost two members, our beloved PDG Wilbert Boulet who died July 17 and Lion Maria Ortis, Salvation Army member, 
who was transferred. Good news two people became members: Lion Merila Peloso, Lion Barbara Batty's sister became a 
member on July 8 and Captain Terrie Chesire with the Salvation Army was accepted on July 22. We provided eye exams and 
glasses for 5 adults. Our Bluegrass Gospel Concert fundraiser was held July 27. Everyone we talked with really enjoyed it. 
On July 8 our speaker was Dwight Wagner, a retired teacher. He spoke about his experiences and sang a beautiful song. On 
July 22, Rev. Russell Hall spoke about the outreach programs that are being held at the Aldersgate Trinity Campus of the 
United Methodist Temple. Two programs are The Mustard Seed Ministries of Port Arthur - which provides free computers 
to deserving children and free adult computer classes (one for beginners and one for intermediates.) Approximately 8 hours 
were spent on sorting, cleaning, drying and reading strengths on recycled glasses for the Eye Screening Committee.  
 
Rusk Lions Club 
Rusk Lions sent 2 campers to TLC. We will host an eye-screening at Rusk State Hospital on August 20. The club-chartered 
Venture Crew 405 is up and running. Check it out on Facebook. Plans are underway for a Rifle Raffle and a little later, a 
Grocery Raffle. We will be heading up the Bingo event at the Cherokee County Fair. Right now, we're just trying to stay in 
out of the heat, and looking for rain!  
 
South County Breakfast Lions 
4 Members attended District Meeting in Kirbyville. Submitted and approved 2011-2012 Budget. President JD Crabbs chal-
lenged members with his goals for the year. Club participating with Nederland Professional and the Port Arthur Founders 
Clubs with a joint Concert on July 27th. The Board of Directors have approved the following checks totaling $5,300.00: 
Texas Lions Camp Endowment Campaign 1500.00, Lions World Services for the Blind 500.00, Texas Lions Eye Bank 
500.00, Lions Clubs International Foundation 500.00, Lions District 2S1 Eye Screening 300.00, Special Olympics 500.00, 
Shorkey Center 500.00, Fetters Adult Activity Center 1000.00. The club has other projects to be considered in the near fu-
ture. Membership growth is the main theme that President Crabbs has set for the club. 


