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òMOVE  TO GROWó 

FROM  T HE  D ESK O F D ISTRICT  GOVERNOR  CHARLES TARVER  

  

Your Governor has just return from  MD-2 State Cabinet meeting  tonight in Kerrville TX. It was a very busy weekend with 
meetings and more meetings with DGõs from 16 districts of Texas and rest of State Cabinet Officers. Our International  Fam-
ily was all there. Enjoyed hearing from our new International President and International  Director Bev Stebbins. 

Our 2009-2010 International President Eberhard J. Wirfs has as his theme this year MOVE TO GROW. He means that if we 
donõt  set  goals to enlarge our clubs by finding new members and training the ones we have our  organization will perish in 
time.  President Wirfs Said òIf we MOVE, we will expand and enhance ourselves, our clubs and the communities we serve.ó  
He  feels successful involvement of the qualified  members of a Lions club means long term retention . This will reduce our 
losses, and help keep our clubs strong . Take a long look at your club and see if itõs members are serving and  have they re-
ceived the  training needed.  If not, you stand a good chance of  them  becoming drops. 

I will start making club visits very soon, clubs that do not attend Cabinet Meetings and show a number of drops I will visit 
first to find out why this is happening. So email me for a  club visit. Membership is very important to your club and new 
members mean two new hands to help with Projects, so ask someone to join or visit your club. 

Our Colleges will be starting back to classes soon, if you know of a student going to Lamar Beaumont or SFA in Nacogdoches 
ask them if they would like to join a Campus Club. We must work as a Team to help this District MOVE TO GROW ,we 
can turn our District around and become a Plus instead of a Minus District. Look for communities in need of a Lions Club 
and help our MERL team Move let our VDG James Browning and the MERL Team  know  about  such  locations. 

Itõs late and it has been a long weekend for me plus my wife spent last week in hospital and I was there with her.  God bless 
all and just ask a future Lion tomorrow. 

                                                                                    Yours in Lionism, 

                                                                                     DG Charles Tarver 
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2009-2010 International President 
Encourages Lions to òMove to Growó 

 

Every Lion has a story to tell. Eberhard Wirfs could write a book. As a 17-year-old in 
Germany, he met Elvis, the most famous GI in the world at the time at a Gasthaus (a tav-
ern/restaurant). When Elvis picked up a guitar to strum a soft German folk song, Wirfs 
accompanied him on piano. òOne day Iõll sing a song from Germany for the world,ó Elvis 
assured Wirfs. The King made good on his promise by singing Wooden Heart, based on a 
German folksong, in the 1961 film G.I. Blues. 

As a young man, after an internship at a U.S. food company that was years ahead of its overseas counterparts in 
marketing ð and only a few miles from Oak Brook ð Wirfs took over his fatherõs small food company in Germany 
and pioneered a food industry segment in Europe. òWe transferred the frozen food concept to Europe and you will 
find our company wherever people like to eat well out of the home such as at restaurants, airplanes and railway 
stations,ó he proudly explains. 

An Historical Presidency 
Wirfs is making history in another way as the first German president of Lions Clubs International. The Frankfurt 
area-native ð who learned English in school because he wanted to travel and meet people from other cultures ð 
now leads the service association that prides itself on its international character and worldwide appeal. 

Our new president relishes his membership because hands-on service stirs his soul. òAs a Lion you are asked for 
help. As a Lion you are needed. If somebody is needed, he is able to contribute,ó he says. òThis enriches our life. 
Sometimes with only a little money, but much more with your hands, you give the help that is needed. Itõs not 
only satisfying, itõs important. Itõs important as a citizen to have this kind of responsibility in the world.ó 

Early Hardship 
A Lions pin was the linchpin for Wirfsõ becoming a Lion. In 1985, he met with a friend. òAnd he always wears his 
pin. And one day I ask him what is this? I did not know,ó recounts Wirfs. The friend invited him to the Hofheim 
AM Taunus Lions Club and Wirfs soon was wearing his own pin. 

Wirfsõ club took a special interest in those with multiple sclerosis. Lions provided a van for them and treated them 
to a daylong boat trip on the shimmering Rhein River. òIt was like Christmas for them. They were so happy to be 
out on a beautiful day,ó recalls Wirfs. Being around those with a disability deepened his appreciation for the tenac-
ity of the human spirit. 

Wirfs was born in 1942. His father was a medical officer. Evacuating Frankfurt during the war, Wirfõs mother 
took her three young children to a farm. òIt was a very bad time ð hungry and just barely able to get by,ó he says. 
òMy mother was alone, with her three children. She worked very hard just to get her kids out of hunger.ó 

In his travels today, Wirfs canõt bear to pass by hungry children. òIf Eberhard has no food or drink to give him, he 
maybe touches his hand. We heard itõs not a good idea to give a child money. Itõs better to give him love,ó says 
Margit, his wife. 

A Lions Leader 
As a Lion, Wirfs was a quick learner. In a short span, he progressed to become a Lions leader in Germany and then 
worldwide. He served as club president, zone and region chairperson, district governor and council chairperson 
before being elected in 2002 in Osaka, Japan, for a two-year term as an international director. 

One of Wirfs' major achievements was helping implement Lions Quest in Germany. òItõs an anti-drug program,ó 
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says Wirfs. òItõs also a program to learn to say no. To say no to drugs. To say no to bad behavior. To say no to 
negative influence. And Lions Quest is to be seen from my point of view as a core program of Lions Clubs Interna-
tional in the future.ó 

Move to Grow 
The overarching theme of Wirfs presidency will be òmove to grow.ó Lions need momentum, or movement, to 
grow and progress. Nothing that remains motionless moves forward. Progress grows from purposeful movement. 

Lions are poised to serve as no other organization can. òThere are many things you canõt do with money. You need 
manpower. Thatõs what we have,ó says Wirfs. òWe are really good at getting results.ó 

 

Kip Miller receives Melvin Jones Fellowship Award 
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2009 

The Lufkin Host Lions Club bestowed the organization's highest honor, the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award, to 
one of its members Tuesday. 

Kip Miller, a 40-year member and a local banker, said he was surprised to receive the prestigious plaque at the 
club's weekly luncheon. 

"I had no idea they were picking me," Miller said afterward. "It's really a tre-
mendous honor to get this award." 

Named after Melvin Jones, the founder of Lions Club International, the award 
has been handed down since 1973 to members who show exemplary service to 
their community and the club. 

"This is our highest award that we give out to those who are dedicated to hu-
manitarian services," said Gary Sorrell, past president of the Lufkin Host Lions. 

Miller served as president of the Lufkin Host Lions Club in 1982 and 1983. He 
also has had perfect attendance to the club's meetings for the past 39 years. 

"He's one of those guys that's always there, a real trooper," Sorrell said. "If I 
ever needed help when I was president, he was the guy I would go to." 

Miller is the 13th recipient of the award for the Lufkin Host Lions Club. 

"I've had over 40 years of service to the club and it's been a lot of fun," Miller 
said. 

"Giving back your time and your talent, that's what it's all about." 

The Lufkin chapter of Lions Club International was founded more than 80 years ago in 1920 and currently has over 
250 members, according to its Web site, www.lufkinlions.com. 

The club hosts the annual Angelina Benefit Rodeo and the annual Pineywoods Purgatory Bike Ride, and operates 
the Z&OO Railroad at the zoo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kip Miller, right, is presented 
with the Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship Award at Tuesdayõs Lufkin  
Host Lions Club luncheon by 
past club president Gary Sorrell 
at Crown Colony Country Club 
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Lion Howard Collins was honored by his club, 
the Port Arthur Founders.  

Of the 1,201 in Century Club there are only 58 Charter mem-
bers who have faithfully continued their support for 25 years 
and Lion Howard is one of them. The Founders presented him 
with an honorarium from the Camp.  

Blessings, Jennie  

 

Beaumont Breakfast Lions Club 

Home Club Of 

The Robert D. Blackburn Memorial 

 Bowling Tournament 

District Recording Secretary 

 Billie Blackburn 

Zone Chair Robert Blackburn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes 

DG Charles Tarver and Marie 

 

VDG James Browning           
and Jayne 

 

For a prosperous 2009-2010   
Lions Year 
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Newsletter from IPDG Yost 
 

Two of the programs during my year were to name an òoutstanding clubó and recognize the Lion that recruited the most new 
members. Memorial bricks at the Texas Lions camp have been ordered to recognize the winners of these awards; the names 
will be added to the documents this weekend. 

 

There were three Lions that recruited 4(four) new Lions into District 2S1 clubs: Lion Martha Davis, Silsbee Lions Club; 
Charlotte Burke, Spurger Lions Club and Phyllis Summers, New Summerfield Lion Club. 

 

The òoutstanding clubó was selected from the information submitted by the club secretaries into the A1 (Activity Report).  50 
points were allowed for each member on positive membership gain for the year. 1 point was allowed for eye glasses col-
lected, dollars donated to service projects, man hours reported to service projects and dollars donated to LCIF. The total 
points were then divided by the club membership to obtain points per member ratio. 

 

 The winning club was Beaumont Breakfast Lions Club, with a ratio of 3896 points per member. Second, was the Silsbee 
Lions Club, Third was Winnie-Stowell Lions Club, and fourth was Port Arthur Founders Lions Club. 

 

Congratulants Beaumont Breakfast Lions!!. 

 

One of the disturbing things I found doing this exercise is the numbers of clubs that report no activities on this report. 
Twenty three (23) of our 53 clubs reported no activities. The on line reporting system is much easier then the old paper re-
port that was to be completed after the end of the year. Lions International uses the information from this report when they 
are preparing grant request and comparing Lion activities to other organizations. 

 

We will have a training class on submitting information on the Activity report at one of the cabinet meetings. 

 

 

Casting the Future 

 

Harold Yost 
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A Word About Membership Growth 

 

International President Eberhard Wirfs' theme of 2009-2010 is "Move to Grow". The theme can be defined in 
many ways. In terms of membership, I define the theme as becoming motivated to effectively grow in strength of 
numbers. As with any project, the more enthusiastic you are about it, the more likely you will enjoy the activity 
and the more likely you will be successful in your endeavor. Projects are deemed successful when the goal of the 
project is reached. Before a project is planned, a goal has to be defined. So I ask you, what is your club's goal re-
garding membership?  

Based upon my figures, our district closed out the year with 1973 members. Now I am new to my role as district 
membership chair and if I printed the correct reports and my math memory did not fail me, we began 2008-2009 
with 2148 members. Considering the reports showing 315 members dropped, our membership total decreased by 
14.7% for the year. With all categories of drops considered, our membership total decreased by 16.2%. In order 
for our district to be one member stronger than we were this time last year, we would have to have approximately 
350 new members while not dropping any members. This would be a difficult and somewhat unrealistic goal.  

I am asking that each membership chair for each club work with their leadership to identify a goal in club member-
ship. Make sure the goal is defineable, realistic, and measureable. Also, work on establishing your action plan of 
how to reach your goal. The International Website has wonderful ideas and activities about how to increase club 
membership. Each club has had successful membership drive activities at one time or another. I encourage clubs to 
report about their individual activities so that other clubs can possibly learn of new ideas.  

As your district membership chair, I look forward to working with your club to increase membership and ulti-
mately the strength of our district. To quote our International President, " We must stretch-stretch in our dreams, 
our plans, and our ACTIONS. If we don't, we will perish."  

Lion Peggy Harrison  

plharrison@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

First Cabinet Meeting July 09 
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