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A Beacon Of Hope 

From The Desk Of District Governor James Browning 

Well, itõs the òmorning after the night before,ó and I am reflecting on our recent district convention.  I will have to say that I 
can only consider it a fantastic success.  District 2-S1, we have done it again!  We had fabulous food, marvelous entertain-
ment and great fellowship.  At least I think so anyway! 

Jayne and I would like to thank everyone who came and shared any part of the weekend with us in Carthage.  The weekend 
was the culmination of many months of planning by several people and my sincere thanks go out to all of them.  Iõll not list 
them here, but suffice it to say that a lot of thank you letters are due.  It is indeed an honor to be associated with this caliber 
of people! 

òGood things donõt just happen; good people make good things happen.ó  That being said, it is now time to finish this Lionõs 
year.  We still have work to do!  And lots of it!  I truly believe that the majority of the òmovers and shakersó of 2-S1 attended 
this convention and hopefully will make the next two months a priority to advance Lionism in East Texas.  This means mem-
bership and leadership.  We MUST recruit good members and stop our membership from leaving us.  A proven way to do 
just that is to recruit good new members, train them correctly and thoroughly and get them involved with activities!  Lots of 
activities are needed, from fund raisers to community services.  Be sure to properly identify yourselves as Lions (yellow 
vests) and be seen!  New good members will come from this plan and retention wonõt be a problem. 

Too many of us are in a rut, and only do things òthe way weõve always done them.ó  Or we donõt want to try new things.  I 
challenge each and every one of you to get a new member soon, and plan a new service activity for your community. Plan 
your work and work your plan. 

Letõs get ready to start this next Lionõs year off with a bang for our District Governor-elect, Jimmy Richardson.   Heõs a good 
man with a wonderful wife, and he deserves to have a grand year as Governor.  I want to contribute to that success and I 
pledge to give him my best to make it happen!  Please join me in this effort 

Please donõt forget the state convention in Beaumont on June 2, 3, and 4th.  This is a great opportunity to meet Lions from all 
over Texas and share ideas with them. 

This will support our Council Chairman òStumpó Weatherford the way that we need to support him.  Lots and lots of man-
hours have been spent planning this convention.  Please come and make it the success that it deserves to be. 

 

See you in Beaumont! 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

James H. Browning  

District Governor, 2-S1  
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Sid L. Scruggs III  

It is hard to believe that the month of May has arrived so quickly. Next 

month we will begin to make final plans for our trip to Seattle for the inter-

national convention. As I reflect on this Lions year I am reminded of the 

words of my high school track coach: òSon, it is not how you started, it is 

how you finished. They only remember the winners.ó 

Our goal this year was to re-engage Lions in service to be a Beacon of 

Hope. As you look to complete your year as a Lion, I hope you will finish 

strong.  My track coach had me train at a distance 10 percent longer than 

the race so that I was still going strong as I crossed the finish line. With the 

global action campaigns completed for this year we must continue to make 

sure our community service continues strong across this yearõs finish line. 

The people we help will always remember us as the people that helped 

them be winners! 

There are almost 1.4 million of us, and if each Lion did one act of meaningful service each month, it would amount 

to 17 million acts of kindness in one year. If our service was one act per week, we would celebrate more than 73 

million instances of Lions making a difference in the lives of others. As you look over your lifeõs accomplishments, 

I believe you will agree that the most memorable events are those times when you made a difference in someoneõs 

life. Iõve read that what we make is a living, but what we give away is what makes a life. To meet the need of 

someone else is indeed being a Beacon of Hope. 

I thank you for your service and ask you to continue to serve with passion. 

T HEY  O NLY  R EMEMBER  THE  W INNERS  



Thoughts from The District Governor Elect 

Jimmy Richardson 
 

 

We just got back from the district convention. It was simply fantabulous. I want to thank our Dis-
trict Governor, James Browning, his wife Jayne, and their convention committee for such a great 
convention. They outdid themselves this year. Goanna make it difficult for the committee next 
year. 

 

I now have a new title, District Governor Elect. I was elected to serve as your District Governor 
for next year. The site for the District Convention next year will be Beaumont, Texas. I will not be 
nearly as organized or as efficient as Governor Browning, but with your help I look for a good year. 
A very big concern for me right now is the clubs that we have lost. In the last three years District 2
-S1 has lost six clubs. In their place is six holes in their communities. Are there other clubs out 
there that are in trouble, clubs that we could possibly help to continue to serve their communities? 
I would like to see more interaction between clubs this next year. 

 

If we donõt get some rain pretty soon I think we may literally blow away. I am looking forward to a 
good year next year. I am not nearly as organized, or as efficient as James Browning, but with your 
help I think that we can accomplish some very worthy things. 

 

DGE 

Jimmy Richardson   

 

Training Announcement 

 

District 2-S1 training will take place on June 11 at Angelina College from 10 am till app. 3 pm. 
There will be only one training session this year. It will include new computer training on interna-
tional an E-CLUB web site. Please notify all clubs in your zones as to this training. It will be very 
important for new officers in each club. There will be a $6 registration fee. This will pay for the 
box lunch. 

 

Jimmy Richardson 
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April Showers Bring May Flowers 

 

There is nothing like the view of a Texas valley or hillside covered in Bluebonnets, Indian Paint Brush, or any of a number of 
other colorful wildflowers that appear in May after those wonderful April showers; but just like everything else that we 
HAVE, we take it for granted until we donõt have it. 

 

Well, out here at the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center (good old West Texas-Midland), we are certainly missing those 
May flowers, because we havenõt had any April showers (nor March back to September showers for that matter). Even in the 
dry desert we take for granted the little bit of rain we know we will get in the early spring; which helps me draw an analogy 
to the plight of the visually impaired, that we as òKnights of the Blindó are trying to help at TLERC. 

 

People take their sight for granted until things start getting blurry. Even with glasses, we take our sight for granted until we 
lose or break them, or until we can no longer see clearly out of them. The April showers for those in need are the recycled 
glasses they get at no cost from Lions recycling centers like ours. (By the end of this year we will have sent out another cou-
ple of hundred thousand pair of glasses to missions & Lions center in developing nations.) The April showers are the eye ex-
ams & new glasses we put on children. (This year we made over 800 new pair of glasses in our lab for about $14-$18/pair to 
the Lions Clubs that used our service.) The April showers are the thousands of man hours, Lions across the State put into 
collecting, sorting, and processing used glasses for those in need, and the April showers are the dollars TLERC gets from 
Lions Clubs for 100% ($2/member) or Focus Club ($3/member) donations, òVisionary Knights of the Blindó, or honoring a 
special Lion with one of our 3 levels of fellowship. The May flower is the sight these showers bring to those, whom we help; 
those people, who can now see to do their school work, learn new skills, find a job or to do their current jobs. 

 

We know this is the time of year when Clubs finish off their 100% (or greater) contributions or honor those special Lions in 
their Club with awards, such as TLERCõs 3 fellowship awards. There are also, only 2 months left to become a CHARTER 
MEMBER to our òVisionary Knight of the Blindó monthly or annual giving program (June 30 deadline). You can find our 
enrollment forms on the State website. 

 

For the sake of the visually impaired, please send some of those April showers to TLERC. Those showers may not bring any 
May flowers, but those you bless with the gift of sight wonõt care. Theyõll be happy to just clearly see a good old prickly pear. 

 

If you have any questions about our giving programs, please call me at 325-315-7060. 

 

Tom Blase, 2A1 2nd VDG 

TLERC Promotions Director 
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A Message from our 1st Lady Jayne Browning  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  

James Browning 

184 FM 1251 

Beckville, TX 75631 

R: 903-693-3940 

B: 903-693-3801 

j_jbrowning@hotmail.com 

 

 

1st VICE GOVERNOR 

James Richardson 

Rt. 1 Box 167 

Kirbyville, TX 75956 

R: 409-423-5880 

jimbet333@netzero.net 

 

 

Acting 2nd VICE GOVERNOR  

Ben Powell 

638 Beechwood Loop 

Hemphill, TX 75948 

R-409-579-2233 

F-409-579-2888 

C-936-596-5550 

benpowell@sabinenet.com 

 

CABINET SECRETARY  

Randall Morris 

825 N Creekwood Rd. 

Vidor, TX 77662 

R-409-745-3788 

B-409-201-2053 

F: 409-745-0869 

hrmorris@flash.net 

CABINET SECRETARY REC.  

Lion Billie Blackburn 

7195 Hurley Dr. 

Beaumont, TX 77708 

R-409-898-3797 

blackburnw@att.net 

 

CABINET TREASURER  

Harold Yost 

1306 Brookwood 

Lufkin, TX 75904 

R-936-632-7821 

C-936-675-2210 

yosd@myinu.net 

Hello Everyone,   
Since this is the Mon. after the District Convention I naturally have to share a few moments from it. We appreciate 
those of you who traveled all the way from the South to the North for our first Lions convention in Carthage.  I 
know CC Stump will be sharing photos and hopefully you will see only big smiles. PIP Jimmy Ross and wife Velda 
drove 500 miles to speak, and our Noon Lions put on a lively mini rendition of their big show. As promised Tex 
Ritter (Lion Bill Smith) and Lion Mike Parker wowed the audience on Sat. night. I must say all the PDGs looked 
spiffy in their white tuxes and the ladies looked sparkling as they paraded into the candlelit room.  On a sad note we 
had planned to do the lovely Necrology Service with the table, chair and candle, but this year we had the longest list 
ever of deceased (40), and it took awhile to just call the names and for the ladies to put the flowers in Lion 
Wilberta's wreath.   
Husband and I owe lots and lots of Big Thank-Yous for all the help we had on this convention.  And we hope you 
will come and visit Carthage and the Texas Music Hall of Fame again!     
See you in Beaumont in a month for the State Convention!!    Jayne  

Dr. Bonita Lowrie, PDG, gives her "pitch" for the 
Texas Lions Camp Endowment Campaign to the Gar-
rison Lions Club April 26, 2011. 

Lions Club Internationalõs Past President Jimmy M. Ross, and wife 
Velda, of Quitaque, Texas, present a Certificate of Appreciation to 
Lion Mark Moses, of the Carthage Noon Lions Club, and his wife, 
Kathy, from the current International President, Sid E. Scruggs, III, 
for outstanding service to District 2-S1 as the diabetic chairper-
son.  Lion Moses was instrumental in the reinstating of the youth 
contests in District 2-S1 this year.  Shown at right is the District Gov-
ernor, Lion James H. Browning. 
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  This year I've had the great opportunity to witness many of our successful partnerships in 

action. During my visit to New Zealand following the devastating earthquake, I saw how 

Lions quickly joined with others to implement a plan for relief.   

And when I visited Ethiopia and Madagascar I witnessed how we are working with the Gates 

Foundation and other Measles Initiative partners to provide needed vaccinations to 41 mil-

lion children.  The moment when a mother said to me, "Thank you for saving my child," 

was one of those touching moments in life.  It is when you say to yourself, "This is why I am 

a Lion."  Please come and witness the results of this partnership during the Second Plenary 

Session at the Lions Clubs International Convention, including a presentation by Mr. Bill 

Gates Sr. 

Providing youth with a bright, healthy future is 

a priority of Lions and our Foundation.  We 

place great emphasis on building strong, suc-

cessful partnerships for all of our programs. But we recognize we can't do it 

alone. Working with select partners that share our ideals we can improve lives 

and give hope for a brighter future to even more people around the world.  

Our Lions Quest program is also benefiting from partnership support. NoVo Foundation has awarded US$100,000 to help 

expand Lions Quest across one entire United States school district by 2013. Expansion of our successful worldwide program 

will ensure even more students learn valuable life skills.  

For the last year we have been partnering with Bausch + Lomb on the Pediatric Cataract Initative to combat childhood blind-

ness. But I'm happy to say that for the first time this partnership has led to additional support for other programs. Bausch + 

Lomb has given US$100,000 to support relief efforts in Japan, and they're encouraging their employees to do the same by 

matching donations. Isn't this wonderful? These are only a few examples of valuable partnerships and collaborative programs. 

We will continue to seek out valuable partners. But we also, and especially, need your support. It is Lions' generosity, active 

participation and personal involvement in projects that enables us to attract these 

valuable partners. I strongly count on you to continue to support our Foundation, - 

and you can count on me and my service team to support you wherever you need 

us.  

 With my cordial regards,  

Eberhard J. Wirfs  

Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation 
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District 2-S1 Convention 
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CARTHAGE LIONS CLUB 

Congratulates 

DG James & Jayne Browning 

1st VDG James & Betty Richardson 

Acting 2nd VDG Ben & Judy Powell 

PDG James Marshall 

PDG Bruce Rickert 

PDG Chet Stout 

& 

Lions of Carthage Lions Club 

We Meet 

Every Thursday Noon 

Masonic Lodge - N Davis 

Visitors Welcome 

Kirbyville Lions Club 

Wishes 

District Governor  

James Browning & Jayne 
 

1st Vice District Governor 

James Richardson & Betty 
 

Acting 2nd Vice District Governor 

Ben Powell & Judy 

The Best !! 

Home Club Of 

PDG Doyel Chandler 
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District 2-S1 Golf  Tournament 

5th Place Team 

10th Place Team 

 

On April 16 the 17th Annual LEBT Charity Golf Scramble was a hugh success thanks to beautiful weather, beautiful golf 
course, 18 teams of golfers, MCT Credit Union volunteers and a lot of work by our serving Lions.   Also, contributing to a 
great scramble were our major sponsors:  Triangle Waste Solutions, Golden Croissant, Academy, Southeast Texas Water, 
Giglio Distributing Company, Del Papa Distributing Company and B&B Ice Company,   Members of the Golf Scramble 
Committee are: Lions Chet, Chairman, and Joni Garner; Pat and Jennie Brady; Jack and Linda Sedtal; John and Judy Guidry; 
PDG's Randall Morris and Stump Weatherford; and Robert Blackburn;   

  

The prize-winning teams were: Orange Lions Team (1st place); MCT Credit Union (2nd place); Equipment Depot (5th 
place); Orange Noon (8th place); and Linda Robinson's Team (10th place). 

  

Thanks to this successful tournament, District 2S1 is proud to donate approximately $6500 to the Lions Eye Bank of Texas. 

Pictured above is the 1st Place Team - Orange Lions -  from 
Left to right--Brit Johns, Ed Freiberg, Dan Mohon, Curt 
Leger.  
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Lamar University Lions Club 
 

Lamar University Lions Club will have an Installation of Officers on May 10th at Lone Star Steakhouse at 7pm.  This event 
will be Dutch Treat.  Please join them as they begin a new year of Lionism.  If you plan to attend please let Lion Robert 
Blackburn know so we can get an approx. head count.  These Lions are our future so come and meet them.  

 
Robert Blackburn 
Zone 3B Chair 
District 2S-1 Lions 

 


