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Thank you, the attendees of the District Convention. We had a very good turn out for the election of the Council Chairman; 
we also had a very good turn out for the business meeting. The Key Breakfast was also the highlight for Lion Vergil Ploch 
receiving the Melvin Jones Fellows awarded to him by the Nacogdoches Noon Lions. It was also good to recognize Lion Dr. 
Thannisch of the Lufkin Host Lions for his 50 years of perfect attendance. 

 

There is still a lot of work to be done in the next two months. One of the greatest tasks will be getting a usable list of club 
officers for VDG Charles to use next year. It is surprising how many club officers listed on the PU101õs have neither home 
phone, office phone or email, address. How is the Governor supposed to communicate with these club officers? How does 
the Governor check on the clubs needs during a natural disaster? 

 

Do the officers not want their information listed due to security concerns with the international web site? The international 
web site is one of the most secure systems. Access to a memberõs information is limited to the three officers of the club being 
able to print list and reports. The District officers can view a memberõs record but cannot print it or club listings and re-
cords. The district can purchase mailing labels but do not have access to phone numbers or email addresses listings. Yes, In-
ternational will send out information by email or direct mailing. They are leaning toward email since the savings in the cost 
of postage and manpower in stuffing envelopes, results in savings of dues resources. 

 

One of the topics to be covered during the officer training in Silsbee on June 27 will be the membership information section 
of the International web site. Governor Elect Charles is planning for on-line training of secretaries and other club officers. 

 

Texas Lions Camp, we are planning on transporting campers from District 2S1 on June 14th and returning them on June 20th. 
We are planning on using large church vans and are attempting to hold the cost per camper to less than $75. Pick up loca-
tions will be in Livingston, Lufkin and Silsbee; we will finalize those plans when we receive the camper reports and the par-
ents are contacted. 

 

Yes, one Lion year is almost over, but we need to consider the year end as just a change in leadership and a renewal of our 
commitment of service to our communities. 

 

DG Harold 
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OUR PASSION FOR PARKS, OTHER PROJECTS  

PROVIDES MIRACLES 

by Al Brandel, President, The International Association of Lions Clubs 

 

If your Lions club works as mine does (and Iõm sure it does), it works well because Lions choose projects that in-
terest and excite them. Every community has many needs and good causes. Lions canõt respond to all of them. So 
we pick the ones we are passionate about. We carry out our commitments as well as we do because we care about 
what we are doing. 

Lions parks are something many Lions are passionate about. I remember playing in the community Lions park 
when I was a kid. It left great memories of my neighborhood. These parks are great assets to our communities. 
Some people may take them for granted. After all, Godõs green earth seems to be a gift that was always there and 
always will be. But as any club that looks after a park knows, the ball fields, playgrounds, shelters and, of course, 
the grass, the flowers, the trees and bushes, demand time and money. Parks get a lot of use and they demand a lot 
of maintenance. Itõs not a vicious cycle exactly because the parks are a public benefit but there is a cycle to it. The 
better-maintained parks get more use, which requires even more maintenance. 

But this cycle of activity is generally true of Lions projects. The better job we do in serving others, whether itõs 
helping youths, those with vision impairments or the elderly, the more people will call on us and ask us to do 
more. Our reputation precedes us. We serve well and then we certainly will be asked to serve some more. 

When I travel I see Lions parks. If we can continue making our community a great place to live, it will leave a 
great impression, helping enhance our image and drawing in more members. Whether itõs sport fields, community 
gardens, eye banks, scholarships, Leo clubs or youth activities, what we do well will helps not only our communi-
ties but also our association. 

So stay the course. Stay true to your passions. The end result is a succession of miracles through service. What 
could be barren, perhaps junk-strewn fields instead are green spaces filled with laughter of children on a play-
ground, the cheers at a ball field and the easy, relaxed breaths of parents and seniors who can sit on a park bench 
on a sunny day and just glory in the moment. In an age where weõre all busy and too often stressed, those mo-
ments are miracles, too. 

 

President's Message 
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Membership  

Isnõt It Great To Be A Lion?  

Moe Cully  

District Membership Chair  

 

130 New Lions and Sponsors were recognized at the District Convention Key Member 

Breakfast in Nacogdoches on May 18, 2009. Later in the Business Meeting, Past Inter-

national Director Gary L. Brown, of Urbana, Ohio, USA, installed 4 New Members. 
Your membership and mine is important to our Club, District and International. Our 

2008-09 year is not over. There is still time for each of us to reach out and extend Lion-

ism to someone we know. The ñMò in the MERL Team means Membership. This is you 

and I. It is our responsibility to invite. After all . . . someone cared enough about you to 

invite you into the worldôs largest service organization. Letôs get started, ASK, ASK, and 

then ASK again. Letôs make it happen! 

Nacogdoches Lions Club 

A check for $1,000 was presented to Jo Ann Carter, President of the Nacogdo-
ches County Master Gardeners by Sam Jarboe, Vice President of the Nacogdo-
ches Evening Lions Club. The money is to help pay for the watering system for 
the new Master Gardener Demonstration Garden at Main and University in Nac-
ogdoches . 

Gerry Peacock 
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Election Judges, Lions Addie, Paula and PDG Vail 

Members of the Hamshire-Fannett Lions Club 

Picture of oil painting that was auctioned off. 

 

 

PID Brown presenting MJF  award to Lion Vergil Ploch and 
wife Alma  

PID Brown, PDG Paul Mayberry, VDG Tarver, Lion Dr. 
George Thannisch, 50yrs of perfect attendance Lufkin Host 

Future District Leaders Lion James Browning, VDG Tarver 
and PID Brown 

District 2-S1 Convention 



 

PCC Tom Gann, Lion James Browning, PDG Mayberry 
and PID Brown 

Lion Albert Fisher, Nacogdoches Breakfast receiving 
certificate 

Lion Garry Sorrell, President Lufkin Host opening busi-
ness meeting 

 

BSA Troop 136 of Lufkin presenting colors 

New Lion members being inducted as part of the World 
Wide Induction Day by PID Brown 

Missing Lion table setting opening to the Necrology Ser-
vice 
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Lion Capt. Luis Melendez giving Necrology message 

Lion Tim Timmons reading list of deceased Lions, Lions Deb-
bie White and Jennie Brady placing carnations in wreath 

Hostess for PID reception LaJuna Herron, Lion Diana Yost, 
Gloria Knaus and Nora Patterson 

 

 

Receiving line for reception 

District award presented to Peace Poster winner Henry 
Brauilo, Central Heights Middle School and his family 

International Presidentõs Certificate of Appreciation pre-
sented to Lion Robert Blackburn 

 

 


