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What an interesting two months: stents, hurricanes, heavy destruction, acts of kindness, untold hours of service and little 
òmiracles thorough serviceó. 

The clock started with a visit to Port Arthur hospital for a heart procedure and ends the period returning to the same hospital 
after a visit from òIkeó. A general look at the exterior shows little effect of his visit but those images are short lived. 

During the check in, we get to visit with a nurse from Bridge City that has lost her home, when mentioning our Lions mem-
bership she thanks us for the toys that we gave to her grandchildren and other items provided. 

After the procedure, I ended up in CICU (since the normal cardiac wing was still closed due to damage) where talking with 
evening shift nurse, I learned that in her younger years she had been the òprincessó of the Bridge City Lions Club. She again 
thanked the Lions for all the assistance that was being given in Bridge City. 

It helps the healing process when you know you have been involved in something that has made a little difference in the lives 
of those that have suffered the greatest losses. But, I cannot take credit for these deeds; it is you the Lions of District 2S1 that 
have made the difference in the damaged areas. 

Vice Governor Charles, Lions Travis Nations and Robert Blackburn have been my point men 
in south of the district but they only reacted to the needs that other Lions or citizen brought 
to their attention. 

Those 100% donations to LCIF and the Texas Lions Foundation made by the clubs of this 
district made it available for us to request. 

Even more important, were donations of money, materials and labor that were made by clubs 
and individuals. We are listing all the donations and expenditures that have been processed 
thorough the district. What is not listed are those donations of materials or fund made di-
rectly to the communities by clubs or individuals. The donation of cleaning supplies from 
Newton Lions to Bridge City, donation of school supplies from Colmesneil students to Sabine 
schools (Colmesneil Lions president is school Superintendent), mops and brooms from New 
Summerfield, relief supplies from a Kirbyville church, canned goods from Rusk Lions club or 
the Lions from District 2S5 that delivered the toys or the club near Chicago that has donated 
$500 and the linen drive conducted by the Little Cypress Lions. 

These are the òMiracles thorough Serviceó that makes up the small miracles that touch the 
communities that òWe Serveó and we are òCasting the Futureó of Lionism in deep East Texas. 



FROM THE DESK OF OUR LEADER 

You wonõt find a more dedicated Lion than my wife, Maureen, but when we began dating it was another story. I 
told her I was òa little involved with Lions.ó She responded, òWhatõs a Lion?ó 
That shows you our challenge in getting our name out and attracting new members. People are bombarded with so 
much information and advertisement and so many appeals for help and volunteerism that itõs easy for Lions Clubs 
to get lost in the clutter. Thatõs why we need to present a clear image of who we are. We need to speak with one 
voice.  
So weõve òrebrandedó Lions. Weõve taken a long look at who we are. After conferring with many Lions world-
wide, weõve identified eight key characteristics of Lions. 
1 We are global. 
2 We serve where we live. 
3 We give 100 percent. 
4 We do it ourselves. 
5 We are rich in heritage and pride. 
6 We are in good company. 
7 Weõre open. 
8. We are dedicated to sight ð and more. 
You will help your club grow and become more diverse by communicating these key characteristics. 
Our 21st century messages deserve 21st century media. Lions Clubs International is working hard to make sure 
you have access to the tools you need to communicate effectively. Our association now has a presence on the 
online video site You Tube. Because this site is global, yet person-to-person media, it is an excellent match for an  
organization whose ideals embrace both personal service and worldwide cooperation. I urge all Lions subscribe to 
the Lions channel on YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/lionsclubsorg ). 
 
Of course the best way to communicate in any century is by example. To be sure that your club is walking-the-
walk as well as talking-the-talk, ask yourself the following questions. 
 
In the past month, has my club: 
Å Invited someone to a service activity or to visit my club? 
Å Offered a warm welcome to newcomers? 
Å Talked with local leaders about our commitment to the community? 
Å Identified a problem in our community or in the world that our club can work on? 
Å Focused on the impact that we want to make? 
Å Heard someone say that our club is an asset to the community? 
Å Acted generously from the heart? 
Lions working together can accomplish any task. Your club can ramp up its energy, spirit and membership and 
take its service to new levels. 
 
As always, I thank you for all you do for your community and our world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Al Brandel 
International President 
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ORANGE LIONS CLUB 

69TH CHARITY CARNIVAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Home Club of 

PDG  BOB  APPEL 

PDG L. E. òSTUMPó WEATHERFORD 

ADOPTED PDG RANDALL MORRIS 

FALL 2008 
November 5, 6, 7, 8 

Gates open at 6:30 p.m. 

November 12, 13, 14, 15 

Gates open at 6:30 p.m. 
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Cabinet Meeting Oct. 08 


