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What a month, a short stay in the hospital, a scare of a tropical storm and then the real thing. 

The newsletter was published and posted on line in a timely manner and the number and quality of articles continue to in-
crease. Thank you committee chairs and club officers for a job well done on getting information to all district Lion members. 

Then we get a threat of a tropical we got to practice our evacuation plans, and begin to consider the plans we would put in 
place if we had a real storm. But we had little time to work on putting disaster plan down on paper before we start receiving 
warnings of another storm. 

You have a very ill feeling when you watch the weather channel knowing that areas of our district will suffer greatly. You 
attempt to alert club officers and cabinet members of procedures for requesting aid from Texas Lions Foundation and Lions 
International. Many of the current club officers had very little information on these services and more importantly they were 
making plans on protecting their families. 

Friday, during the approach we made contact with Lions International and TLF of the pending damage and alerted them to 
the need for grants. Even while the storm was making landfall, attempts to fax in grant request failed, later to find out the 
Lions International computers had crashed. 

After the stormed moved inland, it became very difficult to contact other Lion leaders due to 
loss of power, phone service, cell towers down and evacuations to safe areas. 

It has become very clear; an assessment of needs can not be made from afar! The input of 
local officers is necessary to provide information to the district leaders to direct the flow of 
assistance, and it has to be a team effort to be effective. 

 As time progresses, grant monies will become limited and tough decision will be necessary. 
Our clubs still have great opportunitiesõ to òserveó their communities. Some of our clubs may 
have lost their annual fund raising projects and may need assistance from neighboring clubs. 

Our pledge is that we will use all the grant money that is available and each Lion in the dis-
trict will have access to a full accounting of all funds received and disbursed. 

Ike has had some far reaching effects, 84 of the 88 counties in my home state of Ohio has 
been declared disaster areas. The 80 mph winds have raise havoc with roofs, trees and power 
lines. The barn roof of the family farm has suffered damage and they were without power for 
several days. Several family members have been without power for a week and some areas 
may be down for several weeks. 

It is now several weeks later, things are getting back to normal in the northern half of the 
district. Much work still needs to be accomplished in the coastal areas. VDG Charlie has been 
doing a great job in leading the charge in òserving our communitiesó that are so in need of 
help. We are currently between the stage of people need food and ice and the actual clean-up 
and people getting back into their homes, the focus and needs will change after FEMA and 
insurance companies start to give direction to the communities and the families start to re-
turn. 

Thanks to the clubs and Lions that have and are stepping up to the task of òservingó 



FIVE REASONS FOR LIONS TO BELIEVE IN OUR FUTURE 

by Al Brandel 
President 

The International Association of Lions Clubs 

Lions are optimistic people. We believe in a bright future. Thatõs partly because we know we can help shape the 
future in a positive way through our service.  

But there is more reason than ever to be extremely optimistic and very enthusiastic about the future of Lions. Let 
me explain just a few reasons why. 

Lions have shown through SightFirst what we can do when we pool our resources, energies and abilities. 
Through SightFirst, weõve saved 30 million people from blindness. We built or expanded 300 eye hospi-
tals, clinics and wards through SightFirst. Weõve done 7.3 million cataract surgeries. Weõve trained 
345,000 eye health care professionals. Weõll save the sight of millions more thanks to Campaign SightFirst 
II.  

Hereõs another benefit of the campaign: we learned a great deal on how to organize Lions in a common 
cause. We are transitioning that knowledge and structure to a Global Membership Team. Weõll exert the 
same kind of organizing success to membership growth. Iõve appointed 41 Lions to this Global Member-
ship Team. This is at least a three-year effort. We learned from Campaign SightFirst II how effective conti-
nuity is when trying to achieve a very ambitious goal. With the Global Membership Team, we arenõt start-
ing from scratch. The team will work with the MERL teams already working on membership. Theyõll 
work with council chairs, of course, and everyone else. Weõre very excited about this new approach. We 
hope to have new members beating down the doors of our clubhouses to get in!  

LCIF was named the No. 1 NGO or non-governmental organization by the prestigious Financial Times in 
2007. Iõve known since I became a Lion that weõre the greatest service organization in the world. Iõm 
happy to tell you that the rest of the world is beginning to notice and giving us our due. Our No. 1 ranking 
is a reason to feel proudñand to invite others to join us as Lions. Letõs be proud of who we are and what 
we do and never hesitate to let others know that we are an organization you want to be part of. Weõre a 
great group of people doing great things. We need to say to others: Wonõt you join us?  

We Lions are attractive. People want to be part of us. Kenneth Behring, a U.S. philanthropist, and his 
foundation, the Global Health and Education Foundation, gave a $7.5 million gift to Campaign SightFirst 
II. That shows just how much Lions mean to others and how we can attract support.  

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, a Lion, nominated Lions for the Nobel Peace Prize. This is a won-
derful recognition of the importance of the service done by every club and each Lion. Our individual mira-
cles of service add up to a spectacular contribution to our communities and the world community. 

So take pride in being a Lion and be very optimistic about our future. Weõve done great work and our service 
grows stronger as time passes.  
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Flood waters from Ike in downtown Orange. 

Orange Lions Carnival Electrical Building. Notice the 
water line halfway up the doors. 

A neighborhood street in Bridge City showing the devas-
tation from Hurricane Ike. Of the 3,500 homes in city 
limits of Bridge City, only 14 are left habitable.  
 
 

The Little Cypress-Mauriceville high School Leos, along 
with sponsor Pam Crew, Vice Governor Charles Tarver 
and Bridge City Lions President Travis nations distribute 
childrenõs clothing in Bridge City. 

Vice President Charles Tarver gives one of several $50 
Gift Certificates from The Kidsõ Kloset. These certifi-
cates were provided by LCIF. 

Lion Rusty Sherrill with Dr. Peter Cass, Beaumont Fam-
ily Eye Care giving eyeglasses to evacuees. 
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