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òMOVE  TO GROWó 

FROM  T HE  D ESK O F D ISTRICT  GOVERNOR  CHARLES TARVER  

  

Fall is in the air and good things are happening all over the 2-S1 District. The Winnie Rice Festival  started  this weekend so 
the Winnie-Stowell  Lions Club should be busy. With the Orange Lions Clubõs Carnival just around the corner all the Great 
Lions in Orange County have got their hands full. Letõs all get out and support these fun - filled  events and the LIONS 
CLUBS that work so hard to bring them about. 

This past September has been a great  reward for this Governor. Our District and itõs Great Lions did themselves proud serv-
ing the Community of Cheek and Precinct #4 and Beaumontõs Mt.Gilead Missionary Baptist  Church . Precinct #4 Commis-
sioner Everette òBoó Alfred held Health Fairs and Lions from our District held an Eye Screening at each fair. We placed 
glasses on about 35 needy people the first event and 73 at second event at the church.  About 15-17 Lions worked each - 
event what a blessing it was for us all. A special THANKS to  Commissioner Mr. òBoóAlfred for the opportunity to SERVE 
those in need. 

More Good News: we have completed our first visits to SFA and Lamar  and had great response from the students and 
schools  to our Campus clubs we hope to charter in near future. We will hold meetings with students very soon and start the 
process of forming clubs and charter procedure. Also Commissioner òBoó Alfred  seemed to be open to developing a minor-
ity Lion Club in Jefferson County to serve the community. l feel this would be a great service for Lionism and the black com-
munity. 

l have several Lions Club visits set for October but room for a few more Oct 20-26-27 are open if you would like a visit. 

Please ask our Charities and other committee chairmen to come give a program to your club - thatõs their job and they want 

to serve. Letõs hear from you, put your fundraiser events on our district Calendar or in newsletter. Please attend the 2nd 

Cabinet meeting  Oct. 23-24 in Lufkin. God Bless and keep on Serving all the Way 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  

Charles Tarver 

10033 FM 92, Silsbee, TX 77656 

R: 409-385-6102 

B: 409-866-9129 

C: 409-659-1502 

charlestarver2@aol.com 

 

 

VICE GOVERNOR  

James Browning 

184 FM 1251 

Beckville, TX 75631 

R: 903-693-3940 

B: 903-693-3801 

j_jbrowning@hotmail.com 

 

CABINET SECRETARY  

Randall Morris 

825 N Creekwood Rd. 

Vidor, TX 77662 

R-409-745-3788 

B-409-201-2053 

F: 409-745-0869 

hrmorris@flash.net 

 

CABINET SECRETARY REC.  

Lion Billie Blackburn 

7195 Hurley Dr. 

Beaumont, TX 77708 

R-409-898-3797 

billieblackburn@hotmail.com 

 

CABINET TREASURER  

Harold Yost 

1306 Brookwood 

Lufkin, TX 75904 

R-936-632-7821 

C-936-675-2210 

yosd@inu.net 



PAGE 2 VOLUME 9 I SSUE 4  

GOOD NEWS ON MEMBERSHIP 

by Eberhard J. Wirfs 

President, The International Association of Lions Clubs 

 

Goethe, the great writer from Frankfurt, once remarked, òWhat is not started 
today is never finished.ó Well, Lions started on new membership drives right 
when this Lions year began in July and though the job is far from finished weõve 
made incredible progress. Weõve started 370 new clubs in July and August, 
compared to the 95 we averaged in the first two months of the last two years 
(and those were good years for membership). 

The membership news is uniformly good. Each of our seven constitutional areas 
has chartered more clubs than they did at this time last year. There are 24 new 
clubs in the United States compared to 15 at this time last year. India has seen 
tremendous growth. Weõve added clubs in nations with great growth potential 
such as China and in nations where Lions are underrepresented such as Iraq and 
Bahrain. 

How did we do it? We built on the momentum of the Ginkgoõs power. We benefitted from the leadership, exper-
tise and passion of the new structure of the Global Membership Team and the regionally installed District Gover-
nor teams (the district governor and two vice district governors). But everyday Lions throughout the world also 
took responsibility for adding members. We know when it comes to service Lions rise to the occasion when they 
see a need in their community. Now theyõve seen a need in their clubs and theyõve responded by inducting new 
Lions. 

The Quick-Start Gingko Awards I established also spurred membership growth. District Governors who added a 
set number of new clubs (the number varied by constitutional area) in the first two months of this Lion year were 
eligible for the award. I am proud to announce that 57 governors with their teams to date qualified for the award 
as well as two Coordinating Lions. 

We canõt rest on our laurels and we must also be more open-minded in terms of membership. We have nearly 
260,000 female Lions, which is about 20 percent of our total membership. But many clubs need to do better about 
reaching out to women, especially spouses of members. I personally advanced this cause at the international con-
vention in Minneapolis when I inducted Margit, my wife, during a plenary sesssion. The Lions responded warmly, 
and Iõm sure your club also will find that adding women, however many you have now, will only add to its effec-
tiveness and vitality. 

Lions, continue to Move to Grow this year. We are part of the worldõs greatest service organization. Invite others 
to join us. There is strength in numbers and our strength is increasing. 
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As your Vice District Governor, I had a wonderful opportunity to visit the Leader Dog facility in September in Rochester, 
Michigan.  This school is the only guide dog school ever founded by the Lions.  Graduate leader dogs have been placed in all 
50 states and several foreign countries.  This school is also the only school providing accelerated orientation and mobility 
training for individuals with limited skills and GPS training. 

 

Leader Dog was founded by members of LCI in 1939.  To date, approximately 14,000 students have graduated!  Twenty-five 
percent of these graduates were sponsored by a Lions club.  These expenses are funded solely through private donations, of 
which approximately 24% comes directly from Lions clubs.  There is absolutely no cost to the recipients of the dogs and GPS 
units, other than the time to be matched with a particular dog, and to be trained with the dog and on the GPS unit. 

 

This charity indeed is another worthy of our support.  If your club isnõt currently contributing to Leader Dog, I urge you to 
consider this.  This training gives the Leader Dog recipient much more independence than theyõve been used to, gives them 
increased safety with this independence and a much greater ability and motivation to get out into the world and pursue their 
careers and personal interests. 

 

With these abilities, the graduates are able to give back to society much more than was possible without Leader Dog.  This is 
what weõre all aboutééééé.WE SERVE! 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

 

 

James H. Browning, 1st Vice District Governor 

Message from Vice District Governor 

James Browning 



CARTHAGE LIONS CLUB 

Congratulates 

DG Charles & Marie Tarver 

VDG James & Jayne Browning 

PDG James Marshall 

PDG Bruce Rickert 

PDG Chet Stout 

& 

Lions of Carthage Lions Club 

 

We Meet 

Every Thursday Noon 

Masonic Lodge - N Davis 

Visitors Welcome 

 

 
Beaumont Breakfast Lions Club 

Home Club Of 

The Robert D. Blackburn Memorial 

 Bowling Tournament 

District Recording Secretary 

 Billie Blackburn 

Zone Chair Robert Blackburn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes 

DG Charles Tarver and Marie 

 

VDG James Browning           
and Jayne 

 

For a prosperous 2009-2010   
Lions Year 
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TLERC - New Childrenõs Eyeglass Program 
 

 

What is a Lions Club, if itõs not somehow working on vision care?   . . .  And what Club doesnõt somehow work on projects 
involving children?  If youõre like most Clubs, you do both.  Personally, Iõve been involved with 3 clubs over 37 years that 
have literally spent hundreds of thousands of dollars putting new eyeglasses on children.  Yet we didnõt make a dent in the 
number of children who needed help.  At anywhere from $75 - $125 for an exam, frames, & lenses, we just ran out of budg-
eted money too quickly.  Frustrating? . . . You bet! 

 

Enter TLERCõs (Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center) lens laboratory and the new òChildrenõs Eyeglass Programó that is 
available to any Lions Club.  How does a brand new pair of glasses for $14 sound?  With a grant from Sight First II, TLERC 
now has state of the art computerized lens cutting equipment that is capable of producing prescription lenses at a rapid pace.  
(Note:  some specialty lenses are more costly, but glasses should range from $14 - $18/pair.) 

 

Many Clubs already do the screening programs at their local schools, Boys & Girls Clubs, orphanages, etc., and many already 
have optometrists, who will examine (for free) those children who appear to need glasses from those screenings.  (If you 
arenõt that far yet, let TLERC help your District or Club get going on a screening program.  We can provide the training and 
help you get the equipment needed.) 

 

After the examinations and screenings, the problem has been the cost of having to buy the glasses at retail or even at dis-
counted prices from retail shops.  While many optometrists, opticians, and optical shops are doing a great service by dis-
counting glasses for Lions Club projects, because of overhead (rent, employees, etc., etc.), they can only go so far.  How-
ever, since we are a Lions funded project, TLERC can get down to pure cost. 

 

With the TLERC program we will send you a supply of new frames for both boys and girls, prior to your eye exam session 
with the eye doctor.  Those children needing prescription glasses then select a frame.  The Club sends the frame to TLERC 
with the prescription attached.  TLERC will send them back in a few days with the prescribed lenses in the frames.  Thatõs it! 

 

Donõt wait.  School has started and now is when the need for glasses really surfaces.  If your Club or District is interested, 
please contact PDG Dave Hoopman (Executive Director) or PDG Bob Edwards at our new offices (2550 Flynt, Midland, TX 
79701 ð 432-683-3611).  Donõt forget to send all of your collected/used eyeglasses, donations, and other correspondence to 
this new address! 
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Texas Lions Eyeglass 
Recycling Center 
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Jefferson County Health Fairs 

Eye Screenings Sept. 15 & Sept. 19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screeners 
Front Row: Lions Billie Blackburn, Beaumont Breakfast; Gina Desmarias, Port Arthur Founders; Eddie Thatcher, 
Cut-N-Shoot Club, District 2-S2; and Irma Dowden, Jasper Evening Club. Second Row: PDG Moe Cully, Lions 
Jennie Brady, Port Arthur Founders; Robert Blackburn, Beaumont Breakfast; PDG Fred Renkema; Elaine Allums, 
Kountze Club; and volunteer Carl Dahlguise. Back Row: Lion Pat Brady, Port Arthur Founders; and District Gov-
ernor Charles Tarver. 

We didn't have a group picture of the 2nd screening, but the Volunteers for the 2nd screening on Saturday, 9/19 
were: DG Charles Tarver, Silsbee Club; PDG Moe Cully, South County Breakfast; Lions Billie Blackburn and 
Robert Blackburn, Beaumont Breakfast; Jennie Brady, Pat Brady, Joni Garner, and Chet Garner, Port Arthur 
Founders; Eddie Thatcher and Eva Thatcher, Cut-N-Shoot Club 2-S2; J. D. Crabbs and Tracy Pokraka, South 
County Breakfast; Irma Dowden-Jasper Evening; Martha Davis and Charles Davis, Silsbee Club; Loren Nguyen 
MDO and her assistant Carolyn R. Gordy.  
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A Happy Group 

In Front; Mrs. Judy Smith, R.N., Jeff. County Supervisor of Nurses Unit 1. Second Row; Lion J.D. Crabbs, Dis-
trict Governor Charles Tarver. Back Row; Lions Chet Garner, Pat Brady and Robert Blackburn. 


